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NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, June 1, 2009 at 2:30 P.M.























STAFFING INFORMATION AT WAS


As you may be aware, student enrolment numbers are decreasing at Walter Aseltine School.  Our current enrolment is 270 students from Kindergarten to Grade Six.  For 2009-2010 our projected enrolment is 235 students.  As a result, there will be a 0.75 reduction in teaching staff next year.  As Kindergarten numbers are down to 22, we will only be having one class of Kindergartens next year.  The teacher reduction will be accommodated in a 0.5 reduction in Kindergarten and 0.25 reductions at the grade two levels (where the enrolment numbers are lowest).  To accommodate we will be arranging some of the grade two and/or three classes differently on alternate afternoons.  If your child is presently in grade one or two you will be receiving a letter inviting you to attend a meeting in mid-May to gain more information and have your concerns/questions answered.  Please feel free to contact Mrs. Dollansky, Miss Slocombe or any of your SCC members if you would like to discuss this topic further.





NO CHILD WITHOUT


Walter Aseltine School has joined the “No Child Without” program.  Please read the attached article and see the red pamphlet that went home with your child today.  This is a wonderful program implemented all across Canada and will help ensure the safety of our students wherever they may be.
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Just a friendly reminder…W.A.S. is a Nut Aware School.





�	WAS has begun a new year of in motion.  Every day all staff and students walk at 12:50 until 1:05.  This break has proven to be very beneficial in getting everyone ready for the afternoon's work.  The community is invited to come and walk with us at any time.  A student leadership team consisting of 4 grade 5 students and 4 grade 6 students will lead the school doing movement activities on days when we cannot get outside.  We look forward to a new year of fitness in our school.


Mrs. Susan Wiebe


	 


	

















 











																		













































































ELECTRONIC DEVICES AT SCHOOL


In the past few years there has been an increase in students bringing handheld games, MP3 and CD players, and cell phones to school.  The presence of cameras and internet capability on some of these devices raises concerns of privacy, etc.  At school we cannot guarantee the safety of these devices so we ask that parents play a role in determining the necessity of having these devices at school.  If students bring them to school we ask that they remain discreetly in the student’s backpack or in a safe place determined by the student’s classroom teacher until after school.  Thank you for your cooperation.








DATES TO REMEMBER:


-September 14 – SCC Meeting


- September 26 – No Classes – Division PD


-September 26 – Anniversary Party from 5:30-7:30


- September 27 – Pictures K1


- September 28 – Pictures K2-6


- September 29 – SRC Elections


- September 30 – Terry Fox Run @ 12:50




































































SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING


The SCC will be meeting on Wednesday, Sept.14th at 7:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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ABSENT/LATE REMINDER


Please phone or email the school before 9:30 am if your child is going to be absent from school for illness or other reasons.  This also applies if your child is going to be late.





W.A.S. IS A ‘NUT AWARE’ SCHOOL 


Just a friendly reminder…W.A.S. is a Nut Aware School.  We have some students and staff members who are allergic to nuts and/or peanuts.  We encourage parents not to send these products to school, but if you forget, a room will be provided where students can eat their nut products, wash their hands, and then return to their regular classroom.  Thanks for your assistance in making W.A.S. a safe place for all of us.





The Servery


A reminder for some and news to others:


We have a servery at WAS, selling milk, juice and ice cream treats at lunch.  Milk and juice is sold to students in Kindergarten to Gr. 6 and ice cream treats may be bought by students in Gr. 1 to Gr. 6. (In the past, many Kindergarten students have had difficulty eating lunch and ice cream during the lunch hour and like to take the ice cream home in their lunch bags for later – oops!)


The price list is:


Milk (white or chocolate)			$1.00





Juice box (variety of 100% juice flavours)	$1.00





Ice Cream (fudgcicles, revels, sandwiches,


	        occasionally drumsticks – all


	       Chapman’s and nut free)	$1.00





Yogurt ‘n Juicy (strawberry, orange, 


		      banana)			$1.00
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SCHOOL PICTURES 


Students will soon be bringing home “pose choice” Lifetouch flyers.  These flyers will enable you to choose the pose and background colors you want.  These flyers should be brought to the photo session on picture day.   If the student does not bring the flyer back to the school or does not remember which pose and background color they want, the default will be Pose set 4 with a grey background.








S. R. C. Elections


The S.R. C. will be holding elections for the executive on September 29th.  Positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Sports Rep are available for the students in grades 5 & 6 to campaign.  Students in grades 4, 5 & 6 will be casting their votes on September 29th.  Students interested in running for one of the executive positions should pick up a form 


Room reps will be elected after the Executive has been chosen.  Have a great year!





  KINDERGARTEN AND GRADE ONE BIKES


All parents of kindergarten and grade one children need to be aware that children in this age group are not allowed to bring their bicycles to school. This rule is in place to ensure the safety and security of the children and applies to all K – Grade 1 students even if accompanied by a parent. We encourage parents to reinforce this rule at home and if they wish to accompany their children to school in the morning that they enjoy a nice walk together. Your cooperation is very much appreciated and will help keep the children safe. 


                  





NEWSLETTER DELIVERY


Please note that our newsletter will be sent home with children on the first Friday of the month.  Please look for it in your child’s backpack.  The newsletter can also be found on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sunwestsd.ca" �www.sunwestsd.ca�.














HAPPY ANNIVERSARY


Walter Aseltine School is celebrating our 50th Anniversary this year!


In 1961 land was purchased, the school built and named after Senator Aseltine.  Just over 20 years ago the school underwent major renovations and reopened its doors in an official ceremony in September 1991.


In celebration of these major milestones the staff and SCC are hosting a community Barbeque on September 26th from 5:30-7:30.  A short presentation will take place @ 6:00 with a balloon release and cake to follow.


Please consider this your invitation to help us celebrate!








Road Runner News 


Cross country is open to students in grades 4, 5 and 6 and beings Sept. 7th.  An information session was held at lunch on Friday, Sept. 2 and interested students were given an information package.  Practices are held after school until 4:30.  This year the team will attend meets in Rosetown, Outlook and Biggar as well as the district meet in early October.  Cross country runs for a short season and is an ideal way for students to get in shape for their upcoming fall and winter classes.  We hope to see many of our students off and running!!


Mrs. Susan Wiebe


Miss Melissa Yuhasz


Mrs. Debbie Oliver


Mrs. Jackie Krchov 


Miss Kristin Karppinen








Room Parent Volunteer


Do you want to help out at the school?  Why not volunteer to become a Room Parent!  Simply give your child’s classroom teacher a call at the school, or send a note expressing your interest.  Those chosen for the job will be notified.  Thank you in advance to all who take on this task. 





PLAYGROUND


Due to a number of problems occurring on the playground right after school, all students have been told to go home immediately upon dismissal.  Students are welcome to return to the playground after they have been home and made arrangements with their parents.  Our plan is to keep everyone safe.
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PARKING 


We would like to remind parents who are picking up their children after school that bus and student traffic can be very hectic and there is often little room to navigate close to the school. If you are driving and picking up children at the east end of the school please exit the area by continuing north down the alley rather than trying to exit onto 9th Avenue where the busses enter the ramp and students are entering the crosswalk. If you are parked across the street please remember that students must cross at the crosswalks where they are under the supervision of the safety patrol. Parents picking up students at the west end of the school may park at the end of the school or pick up in the vicinity and should also exit to the north down the alley. Cooperating with these requests will help make our school much safer for all our students at dismissal time. 








Attendance


This year we are having monthly “Perfect Attendance Awards”.  Students that achieve perfect attendance will receive a gift from Miss Slocombe.  











Code of Conduct


WAS’s Code of Conduct was developed to help provide a safe, positive learning environment for everyone.  With that in mind, every year students and staff learn the Code and what it means.  This is also referred to when discipline issues arise. 


Every student and staff member will sign a pledge to follow our Code of Conduct which will be on display in our hallway.








Welcome Back


I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back to another exciting year.  The staff has been busy over the last few weeks preparing for the students arrival and we are all looking forward to the new school year.





Welcome to all our new staff and new students.





As the year progresses, our goal will be to support your son or daughter as they develop his/her greatest potential. Should you have questions or concerns regarding your child’s education please contact the classroom teacher. 





Miss Slocombe





�





Notes from the Library:


           “WELCOME” back everyone! I hope you had a wonderful summer and you are ready for another Exciting year.  Our Book Fair theme this year “To the Book Fair and Beyond” from Oct 24th- Oct 28th and we look forward to another exciting time (Volunteers Welcome).  We would also like to remind you that Walter Aseltine accepts gently used books.








KIDS SPORT


Attached to the newsletter is a KidSport application form.  KidSport is designed to assist families financially in order that their child (ren) can participate in sports.  We are very fortunate to have such a program in our community. 





More applications are available at the office if you require one at some point during the school year.  





STUDENTS ARRIVING AT SCHOOL


A reminder that supervision begins at 8:40 a.m. at the school.  For safety reasons we ask that students do not arrive at the school prior to that time.  If you have special circumstances on a particular day, please call the school in advance so that we can accommodate your needs.  


Thank you.
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