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DATES TO REMEMBER:
· January 11, 2010 – Olympic Torch in Rosetown
· January 13, 2010 – Room Parent Snack @ 2:30

· January 19, 2010 – Green Thumb Theatre – WIRED @ 9:15 am
· January 28, 2010 – Talent Night
NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, February 1, 2010 at 2:30 P.M.

ABSENT/LATE REMINDER

Please phone or email the school before 9:30 am if your child is going to be absent from school for illness or other reasons.  This also applies if your child is going to be late.

WAS IS A ‘NUT AWARE’ SCHOOL

Just a friendly reminder…WAS is a Nut Aware School.  We have some students and staff members who are allergic to nuts and/or peanuts.  We encourage parents not to send these products to school, but if we forget, a room will be provided where students can eat their nut products, wash their hands, and then return to their regular classroom.  Thanks for your assistance in making WAS a safe place for all of us.
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS

Walter Aseltine School will be discontinuing the Campbell’s Soup Label project in May 2010. This is when we will send in our labels to Campbell’s for the last time.  If you have labels at home please bring them to Walter Aseltine School.  We have removed the collection sites at the grocery stores here in town.

Thank you to the Rosetown Co-op and Shop Easy for helping us with this project. We would also like to thank everyone who has collected and folded soup labels over the 
years. 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

The SCC will be meeting on Wednesday, January 27th at 7:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
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WIRED
The WAS Community Council would like to take this opportunity to invite you to join the students on January 19, at 9:15 for the Green Thumb Theatre performance WIRED, an upcoming presentation by Organization of Saskatchewan Arts Council.  WIRED is a live performance that touches on this issue of cyber bullying and internet safety.  All grade 2 – 6 students will be attending.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES AT SCHOOL

In the past few years there has been an increase in students bringing handheld games, MP3 and CD players, and cell phones to school.  The presence of cameras and internet capability on some of these devices raises concerns of privacy, etc.  At school we cannot guarantee the safety of these devices so we ask that parents play a role in determining the necessity of having these devices at school.  If students bring them to school we ask that they remain discreetly in the student’s backpack or in a safe place determined by the student’s classroom teacher until after school.  Thank you for your cooperation.

 
MILK JUG RECYCLING

Once again we will be collecting milk jugs for recycling during the month of January.  Wheatland Regional Centre will collect our milk jugs from the school for recycling.  The school will receive a donation towards Telemiracle for their efforts.  Please drop off your clean and rinsed milk jugs at the west side parking lot in the wire cage.
PARKING 

We would like to remind parents who are picking up their children after school that bus and student traffic can be very hectic and there is often little room to navigate close to the school. If you are driving and picking up children at the east end of the school please exit the area by continuing north down the alley rather than trying to exit onto 9th Avenue where the busses enter the ramp and students are entering the crosswalk. If you are parked across the street please remember that students must cross at the crosswalks where they are under the supervision of the safety patrol. Parents picking up students at the west end of the school may park at the end of the school or pick up in the vicinity and should also exit to the north down the alley. Cooperating with these requests will help make our school much safer for all our students at dismissal time. Thank you. 

CARNIVAL/OLYMPICS

The Walter Aseltine School carnival is making way for a special Olympic Day in honour of the Vancouver Olympics. Rather than a carnival the school will celebrate the Olympics with a special day of Olympic inspired activities that will take place on February 12th. Students will be divided into cross grade groups representing different countries and will participate in activities designed to improve their knowledge of the participating nations and the winter Olympics in general. They will enjoy Olympic trivia contests as well as more physical competitions modeled after such Olympic events as hockey and biathlon. Students will participate in opening and closing ceremonies and be provided with an Olympic lunch courtesy of the room parents association. Parents are welcome to come and observe the fun. Please help us out by reminding students to dress warmly that day as many activities will be taking place outside. More details will be provided as we get closer to the day. Watch your newsletters and notes home from the teachers. 

OLYMPIC TORCH
The Olympic Torch is coming to Rosetown on Monday, January 11 and our school has been asked to join the festivities.  Our students will be walking downtown prior to 10:00 to line the streets of downtown Rosetown and wave flags that the Town has provided.   This will give each and every one of them the opportunity to see the Olympic Torch as it makes its historical journey through town.   In the afternoon of that same day Jamie, the Acklands Grainger’s Torch Bearer and Marcel Dubois (Member of the Canadian Olympic Shooting Team for the 1996 & 2000 Olympic Summer Games) will be coming to our school to tell Olympic stories and show some Olympic memorabilia.  

At this time students have been busy entering a colouring, poster and writing contest.  A community member has graciously donated several prizes for students to win.  The entries will be on display at the Rosetown Arena.

ROOM PARENT ASSOCIATION
The Room Parent Association is giving back!  On Wednesday, January 13 at 2:15 p.m. the room parents will be supplying a granola bar (nut free) and cup of hot chocolate to every student in the school.  

The Room Parents have also purchased new flying discs, crazy carpets, mini sticks and a toaster for the survery.    

Thank you from all at WAS!
PRE KINDERGARTEN

Walter Aseltine School’s Pre-K is looking for some items

· Craft supplies such as buttons, ribbon, plastic fruit cup containers, milk jug lids, etc.

· Dress-up clothes that would fit 3 and 4 year olds.

· Bean bag chair.

Thanks,

Ms. Katie Crossman


Coming Events:
1. Playtime! Songs, stories, crafts, healthy snacks and lots of TOYS! (stuff for parents too) 9:30 – 11:30 am. Mondays, downstairs at the Alliance Church.  It’s all free – everyone is welcome.

2. Rosetown Art Classes Winter Session.  Instructor – Kevin Quinlan.  10 Wednesdays beginning January 13th.  Adults 1:00 – 4:00 pm.  Youth 4:00 – 6:00 pm. Location:  Library Basement.  Fees:  Adults $55, Youth $30.  For more information call:  Jeannette 882-4414, Anna 882-2386.

3. Reading and Craft Club with Michelle Leith, Saturday, January 9th, 2010, from

2:00 – 3:00.  Theme:  “That’s What Friends Are For” All children welcome! 
Phone 882-3566.
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NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, June 1, 2009 at 2:30 P.M.























STAFFING INFORMATION AT WAS


As you may be aware, student enrolment numbers are decreasing at Walter Aseltine School.  Our current enrolment is 270 students from Kindergarten to Grade Six.  For 2009-2010 our projected enrolment is 235 students.  As a result, there will be a 0.75 reduction in teaching staff next year.  As Kindergarten numbers are down to 22, we will only be having one class of Kindergartens next year.  The teacher reduction will be accommodated in a 0.5 reduction in Kindergarten and 0.25 reductions at the grade two levels (where the enrolment numbers are lowest).  To accommodate we will be arranging some of the grade two and/or three classes differently on alternate afternoons.  If your child is presently in grade one or two you will be receiving a letter inviting you to attend a meeting in mid-May to gain more information and have your concerns/questions answered.  Please feel free to contact Mrs. Dollansky, Miss Slocombe or any of your SCC members if you would like to discuss this topic further.





NO CHILD WITHOUT


Walter Aseltine School has joined the “No Child Without” program.  Please read the attached article and see the red pamphlet that went home with your child today.  This is a wonderful program implemented all across Canada and will help ensure the safety of our students wherever they may be.
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Just a friendly reminder…WAS is a Nut Aware School.











			


 The 2009 Active Healthy Kids Canada Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth has just been released and the results are not good.  Only 15%of kids in Canada are active enough. Saskatchewan is doing just slightly better than the national average but there is still a long way to go.  Saskatchewan in motion believes that communities, schools and families must share the responsibility to ensure our kids get the activity they need each day.  30 minutes at home, 30 minutes at school and 30 minutes in the community would provide students with the time they need.  For more information go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.activehealthykids.ca"�www.activehealthykids.ca�.  Together we can make a difference!
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