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DATES TO REMEMBER:
· February 12, 2010 – WAS Winter Olympics
· February 15,16 & 17, 2010 – February Vacation – no school

· February 18 & 19, 2010 – Teachers’ Convention – no school

NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, February 1, 2010 at 2:30 P.M.

ABSENT/LATE REMINDER

Please phone or email the school before 9:30 am if your child is going to be absent from school for illness or other reasons.  This also applies if your child is going to be late.

WAS IS A ‘NUT AWARE’ SCHOOL

Just a friendly reminder…WAS is a Nut Aware School.  We have some students and staff members who are allergic to nuts and/or peanuts.  We encourage parents not to send these products to school, but if we forget, a room will be provided where students can eat their nut products, wash their hands, and then return to their regular classroom.  Thanks for your assistance in making WAS a safe place for all of us.
SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

The SCC will be meeting on Wednesday, February 24th at 7:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
ROSETOWN LIBRARY

Rosetown Library will be presenting 5 Fun Activity Centers, promoting literacy, nutrition and activity for children and families. On Feb.6, 2010, from 2:00 – 3:00 pm.  A snack will be provided. Activity Kit and snack supplied by West Central Literacy Committee.
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 SRC SPIRIT WEEK
The SCR is holding their annual Spirit Week February 8-12th.  The following dress-up days will be taking place for the students to participate in.  

Monday – Kindergarten-Grade 3 = Bring your favorite stuffed animal to school


 -Grades 4-6 =Pajama Day

Tuesday – Twin Day 

Wednesday – Formal Day – students can wear their best clothes

Thursday – Sports Day – students can wear a team jersey and hat

Friday – Colour Day – students wear the colour of the country they belong to for the 



         Olympic Day.
TELEMIRALCE 

The grade 3 students will once again be holding their Annual Telemiracle Bake Sale on Thursday, March 4th.  Classes will be taken down to Room 2 to purchase a variety of baking items.  All proceeds go towards Telemiracle.

There will also be a “Car-Toonie Lunch” on Wednesday, February 24th for grades 1-3 and Thursday, February 25th for grades 4-6.  Students are invited bring $2 to eat their lunch in the gymnasium and watch a cartoon.  

CARNIVAL/OLYMPICS

The Walter Aseltine School carnival is making way for a special Olympic Day in honour of the Vancouver Olympics. Rather than a carnival the school will celebrate the Olympics with a special day of Olympic inspired activities that will take place on February 12th. Students will be divided into cross grade groups representing different countries and will participate in activities designed to improve their knowledge of the participating nations and the winter Olympics in general. They will enjoy Olympic trivia contests as well as more physical competitions modeled after such Olympic events as hockey and biathlon. Students will participate in opening and closing ceremonies and be provided with an Olympic lunch courtesy of the room parents association. Parents are welcome to come and observe the fun. Please help us out by reminding students to dress warmly that day as many activities will be taking place outside. More details will be provided as we get closer to the day. Watch your newsletters and notes home from the teachers. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES AT SCHOOL

In the past few years there has been an increase in students bringing handheld games, MP3 and CD players, and cell phones to school.  The presence of cameras and internet capability on some of these devices raises concerns of privacy, etc.  At school we cannot guarantee the safety of these devices so we ask that parents play a role in determining the necessity of having these devices at school.  If students bring them to school we ask that they remain discreetly in the student’s backpack or in a safe place determined by the student’s classroom teacher until after school.  Thank you for your cooperation.
LIONS SOCCER

A reminder to students that are staying to watch the soccer games that they are to remain seated on the stage, and whenever possible parents should be in attendance to watch their children.  Students that are being reminded to sit down and watch may be asked to leave.
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS

Walter Aseltine School will be discontinuing the Campbell’s Soup Label project in May 2010. This is when we will send in our labels to Campbell’s for the last time.  If you have labels at home please bring them to Walter Aseltine School.  We have removed the collection sites at the grocery stores here in town.

Thank you to the Rosetown Co-op and Shop Easy for helping us with this project. We would also like to thank everyone who has collected and folded soup labels over the 
years. 
PLAYGROUND TOYS

During staff discussions, it was suggested that we ask community parents to donate old sandbox toys such as dump trucks, shovels, loaders, etc. for our playground.  Many kids love to dig in the sand and snow making roads and highways and these donations would keep our little ones busy with positive play interactions during recess and noon hour.  Thank you.

PRE KINDERGARTEN

Walter Aseltine School’s Pre-K is looking for some items

· Craft supplies such as buttons, ribbon, plastic fruit cup containers, milk jug lids, etc.

· Dress-up clothes that would fit 3 and 4 year olds.

· Bean bag chair.

Thanks,

Ms. Katie Crossman


Coming Events:
1. Playtime! Songs, stories, crafts, healthy snacks and lots of TOYS! (stuff for parents too) 9:30 – 11:30 am. Mondays, downstairs at the Alliance Church.  It’s all free – everyone is welcome.  Upcoming Guests:
· February 8 – Allison Bokitch – Early Childhood Therapist

· March 8 – Allison Bokitch – General Development

· March 22 – Val Stopanski – infant and children oral and dental health

2. Rosetown Art Classes Winter Session.  Instructor – Kevin Quinlan.  10 Wednesdays beginning January 13th.  Adults 1:00 – 4:00 pm.  Youth 4:00 – 6:00 pm. Location:  Library Basement.  Fees:  Adults $55, Youth $30.  For more information call:  Jeannette 882-4414, Anna 882-2386.

3. Hobby & Collectable Show. At the Civic Centre, February 6th from 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. If anyone is wishing to show any hobbies or collections, table rent is free. For more information please contact Barry Churchman at 882-3197.

4. Lighthouse presents Rally for Light 2010! Feb 6-7th, 7:30 pm – 7:30 pm 24 Hours!  For more information log onto www.lighthouserocks.net or call 1.877.899.8109 or 306.882.4000.
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NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, June 1, 2009 at 2:30 P.M.























STAFFING INFORMATION AT WAS


As you may be aware, student enrolment numbers are decreasing at Walter Aseltine School.  Our current enrolment is 270 students from Kindergarten to Grade Six.  For 2009-2010 our projected enrolment is 235 students.  As a result, there will be a 0.75 reduction in teaching staff next year.  As Kindergarten numbers are down to 22, we will only be having one class of Kindergartens next year.  The teacher reduction will be accommodated in a 0.5 reduction in Kindergarten and 0.25 reductions at the grade two levels (where the enrolment numbers are lowest).  To accommodate we will be arranging some of the grade two and/or three classes differently on alternate afternoons.  If your child is presently in grade one or two you will be receiving a letter inviting you to attend a meeting in mid-May to gain more information and have your concerns/questions answered.  Please feel free to contact Mrs. Dollansky, Miss Slocombe or any of your SCC members if you would like to discuss this topic further.





NO CHILD WITHOUT


Walter Aseltine School has joined the “No Child Without” program.  Please read the attached article and see the red pamphlet that went home with your child today.  This is a wonderful program implemented all across Canada and will help ensure the safety of our students wherever they may be.
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Just a friendly reminder…WAS is a Nut Aware School.











			


 The 2009 Active Healthy Kids Canada Report Card on Physical Activity for Children and Youth has just been released and the results are not good.  Only 15%of kids in Canada are active enough. Saskatchewan is doing just slightly better than the national average but there is still a long way to go.  Saskatchewan in motion believes that communities, schools and families must share the responsibility to ensure our kids get the activity they need each day.  30 minutes at home, 30 minutes at school and 30 minutes in the community would provide students with the time they need.  For more information go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.activehealthykids.ca"�www.activehealthykids.ca�.  Together we can make a difference!
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