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DATES TO REMEMBER:

· Labour Day Holiday, no school – September 7, 2009
· School Pictures – September 21, 2009
· SCC Meeting – September 23, 2009
· SRC Elections – September 24, 2009
· Terry Fox Run – September 25, 2009
NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, September 14, 2009 at 2:30 P.M.


ABSENT/LATE REMINDER

Please phone or email the school before 9:30 am if your child is going to be absent from school for illness or other reasons.  This also applies if your child is going to be late.
SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

The SCC will meeting on Wednesday, September 23rd at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to attend.
WATER BOTTLES

Due to the current water situation, we are providing bottled water for all students and staff.  We ask that you provide a refillable water bottle for your child, so that he/she is able to have access to fresh water until the problem is solved.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us at the office.  Thanks.  

MEET THE STAFF

We would like to invite you to the school on Thursday, September 10 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. to meet our staff.  This will be a very informal visit where you can wander around the school and meet your son or daughter’s teacher.  Children are welcome to attend as well.  When you arrive, please check out the bulletin board by the fish tank in the front entrance to see all of our staff and where the rooms are located.  Hope to see you next week!

WAS IS A ‘NUT AWARE’ SCHOOL

Just a friendly reminder…WAS is a Nut Aware School.  We have some students and staff members who are allergic to nuts and/or peanuts.  We encourage parents not to send these products to school, but if we forget, a room will be provided where students can eat their nut products, wash their hands, and then return to their regular lunchroom.  Thanks for your assistance in making WAS a safe place for all of us!

SCHOOL PICTURES 
Students will soon be bringing home pose choice Lifetouch flyers.  These flyers will enable you to choose the pose and background colors you want.  These flyers should be brought to the photo session on picture day.   If the student does not bring the flyer back to the school or does not remember which pose and background color they want, the default will be Pose set 4 with a grey background.

 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES AT SCHOOL

In the past few years there has been an increase in students bringing handheld games, MP3 and CD players, and cell phones to school.  The presence of cameras and internet capability on some of these devices raises concerns of privacy, etc.  At school we cannot guarantee the safety of these devices so we ask that parents play a role in determining the necessity of having these devices at school.  If students bring them to school we ask that they remain discreetly in the student’s backpack or in a safe place determined by the student’s classroom teacher until after school.  Thank you for your cooperation.

SUPER SWIMMERS FROM WAS
Congratulations to Meagan and Renae Wenzel. On August 8 and 9 the girls participated in the provincial speed swimming finals in Nipawin.  Meagan won a gold medal in the 25m backstroke and a bronze medal in the 25m freestyle.  Renae won a silver medal in the 50m breaststroke. The girls also brought home 2 silver medals each for the freestyle and medley relays.  
NEWSLETTER DELIVERY

Please note that our newsletter will be sent home with children on the second and forth Friday of the month.  This week is an exception as we wanted to make touch base right away as we start the year.



Coming Events:

1. Monday Fun day at the United Church will be starting on September 21, 2009.
For more information contact Sue at the United Church.

2. Rosetown Elkette Skating Club Skate Canada Registration, Thursday, September 10th, 5:00 – 7:00 pm at the Rosetown Sports Centre.  BBQ at 5:00 pm.  Everyone welcome!

3. Kids Zone will start at Community Church 615 Highway 4 North on Wednesday, September 16th.  It runs from after school until 5:30 pm.  It is for ages K-Grade 6.  We do have someone available to walk the kids from WAS to our building.  For more details our phone number is 882-2453.
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H1N1 Prevention – Some general information for families

As reported in the media, the pandemic (H1N1) 2009 influenza virus (commonly called “swine flu”) has rapidly spread across the world.  Public health officials indicate an increase in H1N1 cases should be expected this fall. To help curb the incidence of H1N1, the Public Health Agency of Canada has provided the information provided below:

H1N1 symptoms
The symptoms of H1N1 are similar to common influenza illnesses and can include:

· respiratory difficulties with fever and cough

· sore throat

· muscle aches

· joint pain or weakness

· uneasy stomach/vomiting
While initial symptoms are similar to common influenza, H1N1 has the potential to develop into a more severe illness that can even lead to death. However, most H1N1 infections (especially in children) to date have been relatively mild with most people recovering quickly.  

Infection process

The H1N1 virus spreads from person to person in the same way as common influenza viruses. Transmission occurs predominantly through coughing, sneezing and touching. Indirect transmission can also occur through contact with surfaces and objects contaminated with the virus from infected persons.
In may take up to 4 days for an infected person to show H1N1 symptoms. Once infected a person is a carrier even if he/she does not immediately show symptoms and remains a carrier as long as symptoms persist.  
At risk groups

Individuals working and living in environments where they are exposed to large numbers of people are most at risk of being exposed to the H1N1 virus.  Therefore, students and school employees are groups most likely to be exposed to H1N1. 

Like common influenza, H1N1 varies in severity from mild to severe, with the most severe disease occurring mainly in the following risk groups: 
· immuno-compromised and pregnant women  
· Children with underlying medical conditions 
Prevention

1. Practice correct hand-washing techniques:

Hand-washing is the single most effective method of reducing the spread of H1N1 and of reducing an individual’s chances of infection. Correct hand-washing techniques include:

· Remove all rings and wet your hands with warm running water. 

· Put a small amount of liquid soap in the palm of one hand. Bar soaps are not as hygienic as liquid soaps because they stay moist and attract germs. If a bar soap is the only option it should be stored on a rack so that the bar doesn't sit in water. 

· Rub your hands together for 20 seconds so you produce lather. Make sure you scrub between your fingers, under your fingernails and the backs of your hands. 

· Rinse your hands well with clean running water for at least 10 seconds. Try not to handle the faucets once your hands are clean. Use a paper towel to turn off the water.

· Dry your hands with a single use paper towel. If you use a hand towel be sure to change it daily. During cold and flu season you may want to give each family member his or her own hand towel. 

· Use hand lotion to put moisture back into your skin if your hands are dry. 

· Model good hand-washing technique to your children. Have them sing a song like Twinkle Twinkle Little Star while rubbing their hands together to teach them the amount of time it takes to clean their hands properly.
Wash your hands several times a day with soap and warm water, especially:

· before meals 

· before feeding children, including breastfeeding 

· before and after preparing food 

· after using the toilet 

· after changing diapers or helping a child use the toilet 

· after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing 

· after playing with shared toys 

· before and after visiting with people who are sick 

· after handling animals or their waste. 

2. Cover your cough and sneeze 
Sneeze and cough into your elbow or sleeve or use a tissue.  After wiping or blowing your nose with a tissue, throw away the tissue and wash your hands.  Keep your fingers away from your eyes, nose and mouth 
3. Stay at home and avoid crowds when sick 

If you are sick, avoid going to work and being in large crowds as you can spread influenza easily to others.  You should also visit those who are sick only if necessary.

4. Keep common surfaces clean 

Keep personal items separate if a household member is sick.  Use a disinfectant to clean surfaces around a person who is sick with the influenza.  Do not share personal items or drinks.
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NEXT EARLY DISMISSAL:  Monday, June 1, 2009 at 2:30 P.M.























STAFFING INFORMATION AT WAS


As you may be aware, student enrolment numbers are decreasing at Walter Aseltine School.  Our current enrolment is 270 students from Kindergarten to Grade Six.  For 2009-2010 our projected enrolment is 235 students.  As a result, there will be a 0.75 reduction in teaching staff next year.  As Kindergarten numbers are down to 22, we will only be having one class of Kindergartens next year.  The teacher reduction will be accommodated in a 0.5 reduction in Kindergarten and 0.25 reduction at the grade two level (where the enrolment numbers are lowest).  To accommodate we will be arranging some of the grade two and/or three classes differently on alternate afternoons.  If your child is presently in grade one or two you will be receiving a letter inviting you to attend a meeting in mid-May to gain more information and have your concerns/questions answered.  Please feel free to contact Mrs. Dollansky, Miss Slocombe or any of your SCC members if you would like to discuss this topic further.





NO CHILD WITHOUT


Walter Aseltine School has joined the “No Child Without” program.  Please read the attached article and see the red pamphlet that went home with your child today.  This is a wonderful program implemented all across Canada and will help ensure the safety of our students wherever they may be.
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Just a friendly reminder…WAS is a Nut Aware School.











			         Welcome back to another year of being physically active!  WAS is proud to be an in motion school.  Parents and community members are welcome to join us on a daily basis from 12:50 to 1:05 for our in motion walk.  It’s free, it’s fun, and it’s a great way to sneak in some exercise!
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